
Given the major challenges facing the agri-food sector, the signatories of this manifesto, sponsored and driven 
by ALAS (Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture), a grouping of entities in the production sector in support of all 
models of sustainable agriculture based on scientific evidence, call for the advancement of agri-science and 
invite all stakeholders in the value chain to join this initiative. 

The agri-food sector has successfully overcome one of the challenges that the COVID-19 crisis has posed to 
our society: the food supply and food security of our citizens. This has been achieved through a strong 
commitment to society and by demonstrating its competence in all the links of the value chain, guaranteeing food 
security, in terms of availability, accessibility and health without compromising on quality and the high 
environmental standards of the European Union. This resilience of the sector and its capacity to respond are 
the result of the work carried out by the industry over decades, which has placed Spain at the forefront of the 
world in this field in an environment of increased globalisation and, therefore, increased competition. 

Agriculture, livestock farming and the production, distribution and marketing of foodstuffs are a sign of our 
country's identity and culture, a tourist attraction and a cornerstone of quality of life and life expectancy. The 
Mediterranean diet is based on a competitive and sustainable agricultural sector, capable of producing healthy 
and high quality food, which has been consolidated in recent decades thanks to scientific and technical 
developments.
The pandemic has also highlighted the importance of science. Thanks to this, vaccines have been developed in 
record time raising hopes for a world without COVID-19 in the near future. 

The European Union and its Member States have rolled out an economic recovery and resilience plan on an 
unprecedented scale, whose driving force for growth is the transformation of the economic, social and 
coexistence model with which we relate to the planet to curb climate change and achieve digital transformation, 
while ensuring a fair transition in the EU and the continuity of the EU project. Science and innovation to develop 
new technologies play a major role. 

In its preamble, the European Commission's Farm to Fork Strategy1, one of the basic pillars of the European 
Green Deal, justifies the urgent need for a transition to a sustainable food system in the EU, protecting food 
security and citizens' health, ensuring access to healthy diets, reducing the environmental and climate footprint, 
strengthening the resilience of the food system and reversing the loss of biodiversity. In particular, this 
strategy aims to ensure sustainable food production by asking farmers, livestock breeders, fishermen and fish 
farmers to transform and adapt their production methods and, to this end, it sets specific targets such as 
reducing the use and risk of plant protection products by 50%, reducing the use of fertilisers by at least 20%, 
reducing sales of antimicrobials used in livestock and aquaculture by 50%, and dedicating 25% of agricultural 
land to organic farming. Indeed, all of these goals imply serious limitations to the current sustainable production 
model, and achieving them will require numerous scientific and technical innovations. 

In addition, the work being undertaken to draw up Spain's Strategic Plan for the Common Agricultural Policy 
post-20202 of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food aims to promote a smart, resilient and 
diversified agricultural sector that guarantees food security, to intensify environmental care and climate 
actions, and to strengthen the socio-economic capacity  of rural areas and regions. 

1.  European Commission. Farm to Fork Strategy.
2. Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. Spain's Strategic Plan for the CAP post 2020.
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3. European Parliament. Briefing. Farm to Fork strategy. An overview of Parliament’s positions.
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The role of the agricultural sector as a carbon sink should be promoted, making it easier for farmers to 
ensure the sustainability of their production by supporting, within the framework of the new CAP, 
the increase of organic matter in the soil on the basis of a permanent layer of plant residues.

Agriculture and livestock farming in Spain should be considered a European laboratory for climate change 
due to their sensitivity to the effects of climate change. To this end, we call for the creation of advisory 
services for the sector to improve its capacity to adapt. This laboratory should guide the efforts of public 
research organisations in the field of climate change in order to make our agriculture and livestock sector 
more resilient, as well as guide R&D efforts to reduce GHG emissions and to adapt the EU economy to the 
new reality of climate change.

1.

2.

The European Parliament has urged the Commission, regarding its position on the Farm to Fork Strategy, to 
ensure the explicit acknowledgement of innovation when reviewing EU legislation 3. Rational regulation, 
focused to consumer safety and health and environmental protection, and based on independent, proven, high-
quality science, is essential to enable European agri-livestock production to be attractive, competitive and 
sustainable on the internal and international markets”.  

Southern Europe is the area of the continent most vulnerable to climate change. Spain, due to its geostrategic 
location, is a gateway for pests and diseases, with the risks that this represents for our agri-food 
competitiveness at domestic and export levels and for the future health of current farms. It is essential to 
be equipped with all the technological tools to protect it and an appropriate regulatory framework for its use. 

The signatories of this document, representatives of the entire agri-food value chain, call for the promotion of 
agri-science as a driving force for the consolidation of a sustainable production model in terms of growth, 
climate action, modernisation, competitiveness and just transition, especially in rural areas, which are also 
suffering from depopulation. 

In 2019, the agri-food sector generated 9.1% of Spain's GDP, 11.8% of total employment (2.4 million jobs) and 
17.6% of exports. In addition, productivity was 34.2% above the EU-28 average. 

Without a highly competitive agri-food sector, food security, economic and employment growth, and the 
opportunity of reversing the depopulation of rural areas are at risk.

A strong and determined commitment to science, innovation, ongoing modernisation and competition on a level 
playing field will make it possible to harness the full capacity of the agri-food sector to contribute to the 
recovery, to climate action, to digitisation and to halting the depopulating of parts of Spain.

We therefore urge public administrations, our elected representatives, economic and social agents, and society 
in general to:

Acknowledge the agri-food sector as a source of innovation and promote the development of agri-science and 
the application of its innovations to contribute to the recovery and growth of the economy and employment and 
encourage the technological transformation that the sector is undertaking to contribute to achieving the goals 
set in this field. 

To this end, we make the following proposals:



We call for flexibility at the national level regarding the target of a 50% reduction in the use and risk of plant 
protection products set out in the Farm to Fork and Biodiversity 2030 strategies, and the establishment of 
realistic deadlines as well as an appropriate regulatory framework to accelerate the introduction of new 
solutions, including lower impact plant protection products, such as low-risk substances or biosolutions.  
This requires an impact study based on scientific and technical evidence to assess the feasibility of the 
proposal and its consequences for the sector.

Highlight the role that technology and digitalisation  play throughout the agri-food value chain and 
encourage their development and adoption through specific regulations.

Recent advances in gene-editing techniques,  such as the Nobel Prize winners in chemistry in 2020, are 
generating new and precise tools to improve farmed plants, to recover traditional varieties and to generate 
new ones to enable abundant and healthy food production systems that are more sustainable and resilient. 
ALAS supports the request of the scientific community and other members of the agri-food chain for the 
European authorities to establish a new regulatory framework based on scientific criteria that is 
proportionate and predictable. This will enable Spanish farmers to use the varieties that are best adapted to 
the phytosanitary challenges generated by climate change so that they can compete with the same tools 
and on an equal footing regarding production generated in other regions.

Animal welfare and sustainability have gained enormous weight in European policies aimed at all economic 
spheres and, in particular, livestock production is no exception. Livestock farming and Interprofessional 
Organisations in Spain have already implemented a profound transformation beyond the European animal 
welfare requirements, developing the "Animal Welfare Commitment" project, a certification scheme with the 
most demanding animal welfare standards in the world, endorsed by a Scientific Committee made up of 
renowned independent professionals. All this effort must be promoted by communicating the benefits and 
strict compliance with legislation and scientific evidence on animal health and welfare throughout the 
livestock value chain. We therefore believe that access to innovations and technological developments in 
livestock farming should be encouraged and the benefits of consuming red or processed meat as part of a 
balanced and varied healthy diet should be acknowledged. The sector has repeatedly called on the 
Commission and the European Parliament not to restrict the aid framework designed to promote livestock 
products, which would represent a serious competitive disadvantage compared to production in other 
countries.

In order to ensure that science and scientific criteria prevail in decision-making and are translated into 
regulations, we call for the creation of a scientific advisory office, with a specialised section dedicated to 
agriculture, to contribute to the work of the Congress of Deputies.

ALAS, (Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture)  brings together organisations from the Spanish produce sector to 
express their support for all models of sustainable agriculture. ALAS is made up of the national and general 
professional agricultural organisations ASAJA, UPA and COAG, Spanish Agri-food Cooperatives,  the Spanish 
Federation of Exporting Producers of Fruits, Vegetables, Flowers and Live Plants (FEPEX) and the Spanish 
Association of Conservation Agriculture/Living Soils  (AEAC.SV).
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